
 

 

 

  

 

Subject Specific Vocabulary 

 

cells An electrical cell is a device that is used 

to generate electricity, or one that is 

used to make chemical reactions 

possible by applying electricity. 

conductor Allows electricity to pass through. 

(metals, especially copper, iron and 

steel) 

current The flow of electricity through a circuit. 

fuses These are safety devices. A fuse is a strip 

of wire that melts and breaks an electric 

circuit if it goes over a safe level. 

generator A machine that converts energy into 

electricity. 

insulator Stops electricity passing through, e.g. 

plastic, wood, glass and rubber.  

series circuits A circuit which has only one path for 

electricity to flow through. 

socket A socket is a safe device to plug your 

electrical items into at home. Almost 

every room at home will have at least 

one socket. 

volts Voltage is a measure of how powerful a 

cell is. 

Sticky Knowledge 
 

Greater voltage = more powerful output (e.g. a bulb will be brighter, a buzzer will be louder) 

Electricity is created by generators which can be powered by non-renewable sources (gas, coal, oil) 

or renewable sources (wind, solar, hydropower). 

Electrical energy can be converted into other types of energy, such as light, heat, movement or 

sound. 

Electricity is a type of energy. It can build up in one place (static electricity), or flow from one place to 

another (current electricity). 

 

 Electricity is dangerous. If you come into contact with an electrical current, you could get an electric 

shock which could be fatal. 

 

Lightning is a form of electricity. 

 In 1879, Thomas Edison invented the kind of electric light bulb which we use today. 

 Year 6 Sticky Knowledge Mat: 

     Electricity 
EXCITING BOOKS/ RESOURCES: 

Designing their own fairground 

ride using scientific knowledge. 


